Piedmont Plateau Group
Of the Sierra Club

We welcome your articles, ~ July Program: Bur -Mil Greenway and Trail Walk
photos, and outings reports.

The deadline for contribu-
tions is the second Tuesday
of each month. Submit con-
tributions to Dixon Cook at
dcook4@triad.rr.com.

We traditionally substitute a walk for our July meeting. We invite you to come along on
the evening walk in Bur-Mil Park (come directly to Bur-Mil instead of to the library). We
will meet at 7:00 PM at the last shelter, below the Nature Center, just above the greenway
and Lake Brandt. Our walk will begin heading south on a shaded section of the greenway,
then, just past a small lake, we'll turn onto the Little Loop, a nice trail through the forest
which takes us over varied terrain (some elevation gain/loss) through a mixed hardwood
forest. We'll see a nice variety of trees, some fairly old and large, as we meander back to
the greenway. This walk is a good example of the easy pleasant walks to be found at Bur-
Mil Park. It is a perfect summer evening walk since almost all of it is shaded and it will be
taken at a leisurely pace. Come enjoy this easy walk through the woods with us.

We reserve the right to reject
or edit any copy that is un-
suitable for publication or
received after the deadline.

To change your address offi-
cially, email your address
change or correction to:
address-
changes@sierraclub.org.

Bur-Mil Park is located on Battleground Ave/220 North, near the edge of the city limits. It
is a couple of minutes N of the Horsepen Creek Rd/Battleground Ave. intersection, on the
right not long before reaching Lake Brandt. Call any officer of the Club (listed on the back
of the newsletter) if you have questions about the directions.

Sierra Club meetings are held the second Tuesday of each month from 7:30

httpt:r/]/ pm to 9:00 pm at the Kathleen Clay Edwards Family Branch Library on 1420
northcaro- Price Park Road. Come share refreshments and social time at 7:00.
lina.sierraclub.org/

piedmont

Our group Executive Com- August Program: There will be no August Program.
mitee (Excom) has open po-

sitions. Ifyou are interested |- o jinner meeting for our July program will be held on July 8 at 5:45
in having a voice and a vote

on important issues facing at San Luis Me?(lgan restaurant, wh]ch is located on 1503 W. Lee
our community please con- Street. Please join us and RSVP Dick Mearns at dick_mearns@bellsouth.rjet

tact: Tom Taylor at 286- by July 7.

With gas prices continuing to hit record highs, Americans are feeling the pinclWhile regular American families
are struggling to figure out how they'll afford to pick up the kids and drive to work, the oil industry has been celebrating
billions of dollars in profit. As gas prices empty the wallets of American families, how can we justify continuing to sub-
sidize Big Oil as it rack up tens of billions in record profits?

We're not just paying at the pump, either. Big Oil and the Bush administration are pushing harder and harder to open our
last, best wild places and wildlife habitat to drilling. If they have it their way, we'll be paying for oil with our natural
treasures -- places like the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge and the Polar Bear Seas.

Drilling these places won't do anything to ease pain at the pump or create energy independence. Even at peak production,
which could take 20 years, the Refuge would produce roughly one year's supply of oil. The best evidence suggests that
gas prices would drop by only pennies per gallon if drilling is allowed.

The honest answer to our oil problem is to use less of it, and that means better fuel efficiency and renewable energy. In-
stead of the failed policies of the past, it's time to break our addiction to fossil fuels by shifting our priorities-and our
policies-toward creating the clean energy economy. It's time to take back the giveaways to Big Oil and invest in clean,
renewable energy and efficiency which will save us money and create jobs. - From http://www.sierraclub.org/gasprices/
index.asp



July Page
Important News -

As reported in last months newsletter, on May 7th
Mayor Johnson appointed, and City Council approved,
the members of a newly formed Advisory Group on the
Environment! Tom Duckwall will be a representative for
District 5, so that means that about half of the Advisory
Group are Sierra Club members.

Volunteer Opportunity -

We are |l ooking for a webmaster. Laurie OO6Neill
current webmaster is retiring and we need someone to

take her place. If you are interested in taking over the

job, please notify Jerry Varner. For more information on

the duties, contact Laurie OO0ONeill. Check the direct
on page 4 for their contact information.

First Aid Class -

Our Group is considering hosting a Red Cross first aid
class if there is sufficient interest. The class will deal with
emergency response and basic first aid. These are skills
which ideally everyone should learn, especially if you
have kids or participate in outdoor or fitness activities. It

is important to develop these basic skills before an emer- Thunder Horse Nursery will donate ten Niagara
gency arises. There is also a wilderness skills version grape vines to the PPG Sierra Club. The price is
available for those of you that hike, bicycle, backpack or $8.00 each and they will be available at the June
canoe/kayak in the backcountry. If you are interested meeting. Money from the sale of these grape vines
please contact me for more information at: twoods- goes to the PPPG Sierra Club. For additional infor-
walker@triad.rr.com or call 580-0510. mation call Thunder Horse Nursery at 668-2689.

Want to receive email notifications about meetings and environmental events? Send your email address to
Tom Taylor at tnt2703@excite.com. Our local group sends emails using a system provided by the national
organization with the usual "unsubscribe” option.

George G. Lockhart THUNDER HORSE

Attorney at Law

Board Certified Specialist in Estate Planning
and Probate Law

e Estate Administration

e Wills and Trusts Sustainable agriculture for the new days ahead

Planting organic food gardens for homes, schools &
communities

643-6066 aa Greensboro, NC

Greenshom, MC USA [336) 6BE-2639




PPG Outings

Outings Information

Please call the trip leader at a reasonable time of day, at least 48 hours prior
to the outing, for details regarding level of difficulty and required equip-
ment.

Outings are open to non-members. Invite a friend!

Bring - Water, food, whistle and raingear.

Weather - Trips go unless hazardous conditions exist. Call the leader when
in doubt.

Radios and firearms are prohibited.

Pets are permitted only when it is stated that pets are permitted.

Difficulty Level- Hikers should make sure their ability and equipment
match the difficulty.

In the interests of facilitating the logistics of some outings, it is customary
that participants make carpooling arrangements. The Sierra Club does not
have insurance for carpooling arrangements and assumes no liability for
them. Carpooling, ride sharing or anything similar is strictly a private ar-
rangement among the participants. Participants assume the risks associated
with this travel.

Easy: 0-5 miles and elevation change of up to 1000 feet.
Moderate: 5-10 miles and elevation change 1000 to 2500 feet.
Strenuous: 10 miles or elevation change of more than 2500 feet.

July 8 Little Loop Trail Hike

(easy, < 2 mi) Come along on an easy evening walk in Bur-
Mil Park in NW Greensboro. We'll hike along a section of
the greenway until we turn onto the Little Loop, a nice trail
over varied terrain (some elevation gain/loss) which passes
through a mixed hardwood forest before returning to the
greenway. This is a perfect summer walk since it is almost
entirely shaded and will be hiked at a leisurely pace. Con-
tact Terry Woods at twoodswalker@triad.rr.com or call 580
-0510 for more information.

CST 208776640. Registration as a seller of travel does not
constitute approval by the State of California.
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"We have forgotten how to be good guests, how to
walk lightly on the earth as its other creatures do."
- Barbara Ward, Only One Earth1972.

For Sale By the Origiral Owner

3 Bed/2 Bath ranch with full walk-
out basement. Passive solar, 3' over-
hangs, drip tray, over-insulated, g
triple-wall circulating wood stove,*
and much more! All on 5 beautiful g
acres in Browns Summit for only
$325,000.

Get more information at:
www.HealthyHomeHunting.com

Katie Jo Icenhower
RE/MAX 1st Choice

Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

(336) 253-6506
The First EcoBroker™ in

North Carolina
.6'1 Keeping
L more green
\\— in your
pocket and
the planet.

www.HealthyHomeHunting.com
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Group Directory

*Chair: Jerry Varner (varnerj@bellsouth.net)
Vice-Chair:

Advertising: Alan Hedrick (hedwood1@yahoo.com)
Conservation:

Hospitality: Catharine Sutherland
(dancingtreesyoga@yahoo.com)

Membership:

Newsletter Editor: Dixon Cook (dcook4@triad.rr.com)
#Newsletter Dist.: Richard Kreager

Outings: Terry Woods (twoodswalker@triad.rr.com)
Political Com:

Program Chair: Kim Yarbray (kyarbray@yahoo.com)
Publications: Lauri e
Publicity: Peggy Ware (mjware@triad.rr.com)
Secretary:

#Treasurer: Tom Taylor (tnt2703@excite.com)
Webmaster: Lauri e
#At Large: Tom Clary

* ExCom Member with term ending Dec. 31, 2008
# ExCom Member with term ending Dec. 31, 2009
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