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May Piedmont Plateau Group 

Of the Sierra Club 
We welcome your articles, 

photos, and outings reports. 

The deadline for contribu-

tions is the second Tuesday 

of each month. Submit con-

tributions to Dixon Cook at 

dcook4@triad.rr.com. 

 

We reserve the right to reject 

or edit any copy that is un-

suitable for publication or 

received after the deadline. 

 

To change your address offi-

cially, email your address 

change or correction to: 

address-

changes@sierraclub.org. 

 

http://

northcaro-

lina.sierraclub.org/

piedmont 
Our group Executive Com-

mitee (Excom) has open po-

sitions. If you are interested 

in having a voice and a vote 

on important issues facing 

our community please con-

tact: Tom Taylor  at 286-

May Program: Plug-in hybrid vehicle 

technology 
 

How can emerging technologies in the automo-

bile industry address the rising cost of petro-

leum?  Please join us on Tuesday, May 13 to 

hear James Poch, Executive Director of the non-

profit Plug-in Hybrid Coalition, will explain how 

the electrification of the automobile sector will 

benefit our nationôs economy, environment, and 

national security.  Mr. Poch will have a plug

-in hybrid prototype on hand.  

 

Plug-In Hybrids combine todayôs hybrid technology with larger batteries and the 

ability to charge from a standard electrical outlet.  The result is a vehicle that can 

achieve up to 100 miles per gallon for local commutes while retaining a gasoline-

electric engine for acceleration and range. Information on plug-in hybrids and the 

coalition may be found at www.plugincarolina.org.    
 

Sierra Club meetings are held the second Tuesday of each month from 7:30 

pm to 9:00 pm at the Kathleen Clay Edwards Family Branch Library on 1420 

Price Park Road. Come share refreshments and social time at 7:00. 

         From www.plugincarolina.org 

The pre-dinner meeting for our May program will be held on May 13 at 5:45 

at Phoenix Asia, at 1641 New Garden Road. Please join us and RSVP Dick 

Means at dick_mearns@bellsouth.net by May 12 

Utah Wilderness - Some additional information from our April speaker, Jackie Fienberg from the Southern 

Utah Wilderness Alliance... the Redrock Wilderness Act will soon go to committee where it will be discussed. 

Right now is a GREAT time to send a letter to your congressman and ask him to support Utah Wilderness. Es-

pecially Mel Watt (D-12) or Brad Miller (D-13). Brad Miller is already a co-signer of the bill, so please just 

thank him. 

 

The easiest way to contact your congressman is by email. You can do that by going to the website at: https://

forms.house.gov/wyr/welcome.shtml. When you put in your zip code the site will allow you to send a letter to 

your congressman only, so your congressman will know itôs from one of his constituents. 

 

Donôt know your Zip Code extension? Go to: http://www.usps.com/ and type in your address. 
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George G. Lockhart  
Attorney at Law 

 

Board Certified Specialist in Estate Planning 

and Probate Law 

 

Estate Administration 

Wills and Trusts 

 

643-6066 ûü Greensboro, NC 

PPG News - Pricey Harrison has been honored by 

the State Energy Office with an award of apprecia-

tion for her legislative work on renewable energy 

and energy efficiency. Also honored were Senators 

Albertson and Snow as well as Representative Tol-

son. The awards were presented at the 5th annual 

North Carolina Sustainable Energy Conference. 

Want to receive email notifications about meetings and environmental events? Send your email address to 

Tom Taylor at tnt2703@excite.com. Our local group sends emails using a system provided by the national 

organization with the usual "unsubscribe" option. 

The Sierra Club NC Political Steering Committee 

and Chapter Steering committee have approved 

the endorsements of the following candidates: 

 

Dan Besse - Lt. Governor 

Janet Cowell - State Treasurer 

Bob Etheridge (D) - Dist 2  

David Price (D) - Dist 4  

Mel Watt (D) - Dist 12  

Brad Miller (D) - Dist 13  

 

We earned press coverage statewide, including the 

following mention in the Insider (a widely read 

online political journal): 

 

SIERRA CLUB ENDORSEMENTS:  The North 

Carolina Sierra Club has endorsed Winston-Salem 

City Council member Dan Besse for lieutenant 

governor and Sen. Janet Cowell for state treasurer. 

Both candidates are Democrats. A statement re-

leased by the group says it chose to endorse Besse 

because he has a " long-established record of ac-

tion on environmental issues." Besse has served 

on the Environmental Management Commission 

and Coastal Resources Commission. In endorsing 

Cowell, the group cited her work in the Senate, 

where she helped win approval of an electronics 

recycling bill and sponsored a measure aimed at 

protecting drinking water in 2005. 

Thunder Horse Nursery will donate ten Niagara 

grape vines to the PPG Sierra Club. The price is 

$8.00 each and they will be available at the May 

meeting. Money from the sale of these grape vines 

goes to the PPPG Sierra Club. For additional infor-

mation call Thunder Horse Nursery at 668-2689. 



PPG Outings 
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Outings Information  
 

Please call the trip leader at a reasonable time of day, at least 48 hours prior 

to the outing, for details regarding level of difficulty and required equip-

ment. 

 

Outings are open to non-members. Invite a friend! 

Bring - Water, food, whistle and raingear. 

Weather - Trips go unless hazardous conditions exist. Call the leader when 

in doubt. 

Radios and firearms are prohibited. 

Pets are permitted only when it is stated that pets are permitted. 

Difficulty Level- Hikers should make sure their ability and equipment 

match the difficulty. 

In the interests of facilitating the logistics of some outings, it is customary 

that participants make carpooling arrangements. The Sierra Club does not 

have insurance for carpooling arrangements and assumes no liability for 

them. Carpooling, ride sharing or anything similar is strictly a private ar-

rangement among the participants. Participants assume the risks associated 

with this travel. 

 

Easy: 0-5 miles and elevation change of up to 1000 feet. 

Moderate: 5-10 miles and elevation change 1000 to 2500 feet. 

Strenuous: 10 miles or elevation change of more than 2500 feet. 

 

May 4  Three Top Mt. Birding Hike  
(moderate) We will explore the preserve on 3 Top Mt in Ashe 

County.  We are lucky to have nationally known biologist  

Merrel Lynch from the Nature Conservancy to guide us and 

help identify the sightings and calls of birds on the easy to moder-

ate walk. The high-elevation hardwood forests on the mountain 

provide ideal nesting habitat for many neotropical migratory bird 

species such as black-throated green warbler, veery, rose-breasted 

grosbeak, scarlet tanager, and blue-headed vireo. During this field 

trip  we may hear the distinctive drumming of ruffed grouse or the 

sounds/calls of other birds that are endangered or not seen in many 

areas of the southeast. Group size limited, no pets allowed. Deposit 

required ($15) which will go towards a donation to cover the NC 

Nature Conservancy fee; any funds over the fee will help cover 

PPG outings costs. Contact Terry Woods for details at: twoods-

walker@triad.rr.com  or call 580-0510.. 

  
May 17 Bluff Mt. Wildflower Hike  
(moderate) Bluff is one of the most ecologically significant natural 

areas in the Southeast. Hiking on Bluff, in just a few dozen steps 

you can walk from a Carolina hemlock forest to a dwarf red oak/

white oak forest to a rare flat rock plant community. A broad, high 

plateau containing an unusual wetland, a southern Appalachian 

fen, adds to the  unique character. The preserve is home to over 

400 species of plants, including Indian paintbrush, Gray's lily, 

fringed gentian, spreading avens, and sundew. Bluff Mountain is 

known for its changing floral show from April through October 

that includes 25 endangered, rare, or threatened flowering plant 

species. Contact Terry Woods: twoodswalker@triad.rr.com  or 

call 580-0510 for details. A reservation fee of $15 is required (this 

includes a fee to the Nat. Con. to help defray preservation costs, if 

any funds remain they will go to PPG for outings leaders training). 

Group size limited. 

 

CST 2087766-40. Registration as a seller of travel does not 

constitute approval by the State of California. 

www.HealthyHomeHunting.com 

Guilford Countyôs 1st Green Home 

For Sale By the Original Owner 
 

3 Bed/2 Bath ranch with full walk-

out basement. Passive solar, 3' over-

hangs, drip tray, over-insulated,  

triple-wall circulating wood stove, 

and much more! All on 5 beautiful 

acres in Browns Summit for only 

$325,000. 
 

Get more information at:  

www.HealthyHomeHunting.com 
 

"Conservation is the foresighted utilization, preservation and/or 

renewal of forests, waters, lands and minerals, for the greatest good 

of the greatest number for the longest time."-Gifford Pinchot  
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Group Directory  
 

*Chair: Jerry Varner (varnerj@bellsouth.net)      337-4987 
Vice-Chair:         OPEN 

Advertising: Alan Hedrick (hedwood1@yahoo.com)   299-8351 

Conservation:          OPEN 

Hospitality: Catharine Sutherland     707-0082 

(dancingtreesyoga@yahoo.com) 

Membership:       OPEN 

Newsletter Editor: Dixon Cook (dcook4@triad.rr.com)          373-9059 

#Newsletter Dist.: Richard Kreager     288-8297 

Outings: Terry Woods (twoodswalker@triad.rr.com)           580-0510 

Political Com: Chuck Prysby (cprysby@bellsouth.net)   545-1336 

Program Chair: Kim Yarbray (kyarbray@yahoo.com)    632-1550 

Publications: Laurie OôNeill (laurieponeill@yahoo.com) 279-1043 

Publicity: Peggy Ware (mjware@triad.rr.com)    282-6553 

Secretary:       OPEN 

#Treasurer: Tom Taylor (tnt2703@excite.com)         286-9689 

Webmaster:  Laurie OôNeill (slowturnfarm@gmail.com)   279-1043 
#At Large: Tom Clary 

* ExCom Member with term ending Dec. 31, 2008 

# ExCom Member with term ending Dec. 31, 2009 
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