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March Piedmont Plateau Group 

Of the Sierra Club 
We welcome your articles, 

photos, and outings reports. 

The deadline for contribu-

tions is the second Tuesday 

of each month. Submit con-

tributions to Dixon Cook at 

dcook4@triad.rr.com. 

 

We reserve the right to reject 

or edit any copy that is un-

suitable for publication or 

received after the deadline. 

 

To change your address offi-

cially, email your address 

change or correction to: 

address-

changes@sierraclub.org. 

 

http://

northcaro-

lina.sierraclub.org/

piedmont 
Our group Executive Com-

mitee (Excom) has open po-

sitions. If you are interested 

in having a voice and a vote 

on important issues facing 

our community please con-

tact: Tom Taylor at 286-

March Program: The Environ-

mental Degradation of China 
 

Please join us Tuesday, March 11 as Dr. 

Dorothy Borei, Emerita Professor of East 

Asian History, Guilford College,  explains 

the major reasons for Chinasô economic 

policies and outlines its changing environ-

mental regulations. For the past 25 years, 

China has downplayed communist ideology, 

vigorously promoted economic growth, and 

opened the country to foreign trade and in-

vestment as well as culture. While these 

policies have been remarkably successful in 

certain respects, rampant industrialization 

has led to environmental degradation, a situation harmful to both China and the world. 

Having traveled to China eight times in the past two decades, she has experienced first 

hand the effects of pollution and the efforts to improve the environment. 

 

Sierra Club meetings are held the second Tuesday of each month from 7:30 pm to 

9:00 pm at the Kathleen Clay Edwards Family Branch Library on 1420 Price Park 

Road. Come share refreshments and social time at 7:00. 

 

About our April program ðñWild Utah: Americaôs Redrock Wildernessò is a multi-

media slideshow documenting citizen efforts to designate public lands in southern Utah's 

spectacular canyon country as part of the National Wilderness Preservation System. This 

journey through redrock splendor invigorates and motivates viewers to participate in the 

movement to protect these unique lands. 

Come see films selected from the winners of the annual festival which sees films submitted from all around the 

globe. The films pertain to mountain culture, mountain sports, and environmental issues. The film festival will 

be shown at 7 pm, March 12th in the High Point Theatre. Tickets go on sale Feb 4th at Blue Ridge Mountain 

Sports (Friendly Center), The Ultimate Climbing Gym, the High Point Theatre, and the Piedmont Environ-

mental Center. Students $5 in advance, $7 at the door with a valid ID. General Admission $10 in advance, $12 

at the door.  

 

Films at the festival will include: 

ñBadgeredò  The tale of a badger who just wants the world to let him sleep. 

ñCommitted: To Gritò  Focus: Climbing 

ñIn-Fluxò  Focus: Kayaking 

ñKing Lines: Es Pontasò  Focus: Climbing 

ñSearching for the Coast Wolvesò  Focus: Environment, Human narrative 

ñTrial & Errorò  Focus: Mountain Biking, environment 

ñWings on Your Feet (Le ali ai piedi)ò  Focus: Telemark Skiing 

Banff Mountain Film Festival World Tour  

Rubbish floats on a river crossing the city of Hefei. 

China's pollution problems have damaged 10 million 

hectares, or one tenth, of the country's arable land, 

reported Xinhua News Agency. Reuters 
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George G. Lockhart  
Attorney at Law 

 

Board Certified Specialist in Estate Planning 

and Probate Law 

 

Wills and Living Trusts 

Charitable Trusts 
Estate Administration 

 

643-6066 ûü Greensboro, NC 

The UNCG Dept. of Biology Environmental Symposium and the North Carolina Academy of Science Annual Meeting offers 

events of interest to Sierra Club Members. Dates:  March 28 and 29.  Location:  Science Building, UNCG 

 

Friday, March 28 ï Environmental Symposium 1  - 5 PM, 101 Science Building - ñThe State of Our State:  Wild Things in North 

Carolinaò Go to http://www.ncacadsci.org/EnvironSymposium.html for more info. 

 

Friday, March 28 ï Keynote Address - 8 PM, 101 Science Building - David Ullrich, Executive Director of the non-profit Great 

Lakes and St. Lawrence Cities Initiative will talk on ñScienpolicy ï The Key to Environmental Problem Solvingò 

 

Saturday, March 29 ï Keynote Address ï 11:45 ï 1:00 PM, 101 Science Building - Dr. Oliver Smithies, UNC Chapel Hill, 2007 

Nobel Laureate in Medicine will give an address titled ñTurning Pagesò 

 

Saturday, March 29 ï Panel Presentation 2:30 ï 3:30 200 Science Building - ñIntegration of Science into Policy:  Global Climate 

Changeò by Pricey Harrison ï NC Representative District 57 and Janet Cowell ï NC Senator  

 

Go to http://www.ncacadsci.org/2008AnnMeetGenInfo.html for general information about the meeting and directions. 
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Outings Information  
 

Please call the trip leader at a reasonable time of day, at least 48 hours prior 

to the outing, for details regarding level of difficulty and required equip-

ment. 

 

Outings are open to non-members. Invite a friend! 

Bring - Water, food, whistle and raingear. 

Weather - Trips go unless hazardous conditions exist. Call the leader when 

in doubt. 

Radios and firearms are prohibited. 

Pets are permitted only when it is stated that pets are permitted. 

Difficulty Level- Hikers should make sure their ability and equipment 

match the difficulty. 

In the interests of facilitating the logistics of some outings, it is customary 

that participants make carpooling arrangements. The Sierra Club does not 

have insurance for carpooling arrangements and assumes no liability for 

them. Carpooling, ride sharing or anything similar is strictly a private ar-

rangement among the participants. Participants assume the risks associated 

with this travel. 

 

Easy: 0-5 miles and elevation change of up to 1000 feet. 

Moderate: 5-10 miles and elevation change 1000 to 2500 feet. 

Strenuous: 10 miles or elevation change of more than 2500 feet. 

tance and potential wind factor on the lake) with storage capability to 

carry gear to the campsite; pfd is an absolute; and camping gear. (2) 

Fitness and experience to cover the distances, self-rescue to a kayak 

is recommended. (3) No pets. (4) Other terms and conditions at the 

top of the main NC Chapter Outings page for more details. 

(www.nc.sierraclub.org/outings). Leader pre-approval plus $50 re-

fundable at the put-in deposit required. Contact Jerry Weston at 

takeahike@earthlink.net or at 856-1431 before 9:00 pm. 

 

Apr 12   Great Smoky Mts Car Camp  
(moderate) We'll camp at the beautiful Big Creek campground, near 

the junction/sounds of several streams. There are many hiking oppor-

tunities and back country roads in the area to enable us to appreciate 

spring in the Smokies. Contact Terry Woods: twoods-

walker@triad.rr.com or call 580-0510 for details. Group size lim-

ited, deposit required. 

 

May 4  Three Top Mt Birding Hike  

(moderate) We will explore the preserve on 3 Top Mt in Ashe 

County with Mr. Merrel Lynch, from the Nature Conservancy. Neo-

tropical songbirds migrate through this area during the spring so we 

expect to hear or see those and others on our outing. Deposit required 

($15) which will go towards a donation to cover the NC Nature Con-

servancy fee; any funds over the fee will go to help cover Piedmont 

Plateau outings costs. Contact Terry Woods for details at: twoods-

walker@triad.rr.com or call 580-0510. Group size limited, no pets 

allowed. 

 

May 17 Bluff Mt Preserve Wildflower Hike  

(moderate) " Bluff is one of the most ecologically significant natural 

areas in the Southeast. A broad, high plateau containing an unusual 

wetland, a southern Appalachian fen, adds to Bluff's unique charac-

ter. Bluff Mountain is known for its changing floral show from April 

through October that includes 25 endangered, rare, or threatened 

flowering plant species." Contact Terry Woods: twoods-

walker@triad.rr.com or call 580-0510 for details. A reservation fee 

of $15 is required (this includes a fee to the Nat. Con. to help defray 

preservation costs) Group size is limited, no pets allowed. 

 

CST 2087766-40. Registration as a seller of travel does not con-

stitute approval by the State of California. 

Mar 15  Hanging Rock State Park Hike  
(Moderate) Letôs stretch our legs by hiking about 7 İ miles and 

earn our view of Tories Den and a waterfall. Local folklore says 

that a young lady, who was abducted during the Revolutionary War, 

managed to outwit her captives by leaving a trail to her location in 

the den. We will ponder this and more as we make our way across 

Huckleberry Ridge to our destination and back. Contact Cheryl 

Garrity at 427-0413 or by email at cgarrityhike@triad.rr.com 

 

Mar 22  Full Moon Osprey Trail Hike  
(moderate) Join us in the evening as we explore a portion of the 

Osprey trail on the Greensboro watershed. Night hikes offer a new 

perspective of the woods and the trail; often we find that no flash-

light is required as our night vision adjusts under the full moon. 

This improves the chances of hearing or seeing wildlife and height-

ens one's other senses. Contact Terry Woods: twoods-

walker@triad.rr.com or call 336-580-0510 for details. Group size 

limited.  

 

Mar 28-30 Dismal Swamp Kayak Camp  
(trip not scouted, for experienced paddlers) Great Dismal Swamp 

National Wildlife Refuge (www.greatdismalswamp.gov) is located 

primarily in southeast Virginia. The refuge consists of 111,000 

acres of forested wetlands with Lake Drummondôs 3,100 acres lo-

cated in the heart of the refuge. We will meet at 12:30 p.m. on Fri-

day and paddle appx. 4.5 miles to our campsite in a field maintained 

by the Army Corps of Engineers. There are ñtoilet facilitiesò but not 

potable water. Saturday we will paddle appx. 10 miles around the 

swamp edges of Lake Drummond. Sunday we return home. 

To participate: (1) Kayak (recommended over canoe due to dis-
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Group Directory  
 

*Chair: Jerry Varner (varnerj@bellsouth.net)      337-4987 
Vice-Chair:  

Advertising: Alan Hedrick (hedwood1@yahoo.com)   299-8351 

Conservation:          OPEN 

Hospitality: Catharine Sutherland (dancingtreesyoga@yahoo.com) 

   707-0082 

Membership:       OPEN 

Newsletter Editor: Dixon Cook (dcook4@triad.rr.com)          373-9059 

#Newsletter Dist.: Richard Kreager     288-8297 

Outings: Terry Woods (twoodswalker@triad.rr.com)           580-0510 

Political Com: Chuck Prysby (cprysby@bellsouth.net)   545-1336 

Program Chair: Kim Yarbray (kyarbray@yahoo.com)   632-1550 

Publications: Laurie OôNeill (laurieponeill@yahoo.com) 279-1043 

Publicity: Peggy Ware (mjware@triad.rr.com)    282-6553 

Secretary:       OPEN 

#Treasurer: Tom Taylor (tnt2703@excite.com)         286-9689 

Webmaster:  Laurie OôNeill (slowturnfarm@gmail.com)   279-1043 
#At Large: Tom Clary 

* ExCom Member with term ending Dec. 31, 2008 

# ExCom Member with term ending Dec. 31, 2009 
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