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July/Aug.  Piedmont Plateau Group 

Of the Sierra Club 
We welcome your articles, 

photos, and outings reports. 

The deadline for contribu-

tions is the second Tuesday 

of each month. Submit con-

tributions to Dixon Cook at 

dcook4@triad.rr.com. 

 

We reserve the right to reject 

or edit any copy that is un-

suitable for publication or 

received after the deadline. 

 

To change your address offi-

cially, email your address 

change or correction to: 

address-

changes@sierraclub.org. 

 

http://nc.sierraclub.org/

piedmont 

 
Our group Executive Com-

mitee (Excom) has open po-

sitions. If you have an inter-

est in helping to set our local 

group's priorities, having a 

voice and a vote on impor-

tant issues facing our com-

munity please contact:  

Tom Taylor at 286-9689 or  

Terry Woods at 580-0510. 

July Program:  Hike the trail at our library! 
 

Join us on July 11th at the Kathleen Clay Edwards Family Branch Library. Jerry Weston 

will lead us on a hike on one of the trails around the new library. There should be lots of 

birds, including redwing blackbirds. 

 

Come share refreshments and social time at 7:00. The hike begins at 7:30.  

 

Remember: There will not be an August meeting! 

NC 13th district race for Congress may be one of the nastiest in the country 
 

In his political attacks on Brad Miller, Vernon Robinson has been suggesting that because Miller 

and his wife have no children, that heôs somehow ñsuspect.ò 

 

In a News & Observer article by Rob Christensen, itôs clear that Robinson is going to take the 

extremely low road since he has nothing else to offer voters in our state. 

 

ñMy wife was interviewed on three television stations last week about why we had not had chil-

dren and what was my sexual orientation,ò Miller recently told delegates to the 13th District De-

mocratic convention at Alamance Community College.ò 

 

Among many other things, the literature calls Miller a ñchildless, middle-aged personal injury 

lawyer.ò 

 

Miller said he was ñstunnedò by the letter. 

 

ñI think that should not be part of what you agree to take on if you want to be involved in politics 

ð that kind of personal attack without any basis,ò Miller said. Miller said his wife of nearly 25 

years, Esther Hall, could not bear children because she had endometriosis and then a hysterectomy 

at age 27 before the couple were married. 

 

Miller said Robinson has a history of implying that his opponents are gay, noting that in 2004, he 

described GOP opponent Ed Broyhill as "limp wristed." (Robinson distributed a campaign letter 

quoting a woman calling Broyhill a "limp wristed millionaire.") 

 

Vernon Robinson has said he was not questioning Miller's sexuality. 



Page 2 July/Aug.  

Do you have an important issue you would like 

to contact your Representatives about? You can 

just call them! 

 
Senator Elizabeth Dole            (202) 224-6342 

Senator Richard Burr          (202) 224-3154 

Representative Virginia Foxx         (202) 225-2071 

Representative Howard Coble         (336) 333-5005 
Representative Mel Watt         (336) 275-9950 
Representative Brad Miller         (336) 574-2909 

Governor Mike Easley          (919) 733-4240 

George G. Lockhart  
Attorney at Law 

 

Board Certified Specialist in Estate Planning 

and Probate Law 

 

Wills and Living Trusts 

Charitable Trusts 
Estate Administration 

 

643-6066 ûü Greensboro, NC 

Our local Sierra Club was over $1,000 in the red last 

year. To make a contribution to our local Club, contact 

Tom Taylor at (tnt2703@excite.com) or 286-9689. 

Letter to Readers for July 2006 Newsletter 

 
In the interest of making the wisest use of your Sierra Club 

contributions and your volunteer energy, we hope youôll take 

a moment to provide us with feedback about our monthly 

newsletter.  

 

The PPG Executive Committee has discussed transforming 

the current newsletter into a bi-fold postcard featuring essen-

tial elements such as a write-up of the monthly program and 

outings as well as ñSponsor of the Monthò advertising space. 

This smaller version would include the PPG web address, 

where readers could access additional information. Executive 

Committee members have also discussed eliminating the pa-

per newsletter altogether and directing readers to the Internet 

for information about monthly programs and outings.  

 

Of course, we will not make drastic changes like these without 

hearing first from the people we serve ï YOU! If you would 

like to help shape the future of PPG, please let us know how 

you feel about the following items:  

- Do you rely on the monthly PPG newsletter for information 

about programs, outings, and other Sierra Club news?  

- What elements of the newsletter are most important to you? 

(If it were smaller, what items do you feel are essential?)  

- Is it possible and/or desirable for you to access information 

about PPG online?  

- Would you prefer to visit the PPG website for information 

instead of receiving a paper newsletter each month?  

 

To share your opinions, please attend our July meeting; call 

Kim at 632-1550 or Catharine at 707-0082; or mail them to: 

Piedmont Plateau Group 

Sierra Club 

P.O. Box 5032 

Greensboro, NC 27435 

Thank you for your time and input ï we appreciate it!  

PPG Executive Committee 

Some notes about our June meetingðby Tom Taylor 
 

When Prof. Headington mentioned the man selling seafood 

across from the Farmers' Market on Sandy Ridge Road, there 

was some interest in getting on his email list. He sends out an 

email every week listing the seafood items he anticipates hav-

ing available the following weekend. 

 

His email address is ShrimpConnect@aol.com . His operation 

is called the Shrimp Connection. Be careful here - note that the 

email address does NOT have the "ion"; it's ShrimpConnect, 

not ShrimpConnection. 



 

Outings Information 
 

Please call the trip leader at a reasonable time of day, at least 48 hours prior 

to the outing, for details regarding level of difficulty and required equip-

ment. 

 

Outings are open to non-members. Invite a friend! 

Bring - Water, food, whistle and raingear. 

Weather - Trips go unless hazardous conditions exist. Call the leader when 

in doubt. 

Radios and firearms are prohibited. 

Pets are permitted only when it is stated that pets are permitted. 

Difficulty Level- Hikers should make sure their ability and equipment 

match the difficulty. 

 

In the interests of facilitating the logistics of some outings, it is customary 

that participants make carpooling arrangements. The Sierra Club does not 

have insurance for carpooling arrangements and assumes no liability for 

them. Carpooling, ride sharing or anything similar is strictly a private ar-

rangement among the participants. Participants assume the risks associated 

with this travel. 

Easy: 0-5 miles and elevation change of up to 1000 feet. 

Moderate: 5-10 miles and elevation change 1000 to 2500 feet. 

Strenuous: 10 miles or elevation change of more than 2500 feet. 

PPG Outings 
Page 3 

"Study nature, love nature, stay close to nature. It will never 

fail you." - Frank Lloyd Wright 

July 7 - 9  Grassy Ridge Bald (II)  
(Moderately strenuous for elevation). Our April 2006 trip was ter-

minated by torrential rains and wind. The worst storm I have ex-

perienced in ten plus years of BPôing. We left Saturday before 

noon. We return in July to challenge the Bald again ï and hope for 

better weather and some views, the primary purpose of GR Bald 

being the views. We start Friday at Carverôs Gap (5512 ft). Cross 

Round Bald (5826 ft) and Jane Bald (5807 ft) to camp at GR Bald 

(6189 ft). GR Bald has magnificent views to the north and south 

(when it is not pouring rain!). Saturday we day hike a section of the 

AT through Yellow Mt Gap (4682 ft), with some climbs in be-

tween, to the Barn Shelter. Sunday we will drive the access road on 

the other side of Carverôs Gap to the Roan High Knob (small fee) 

overlook. $10 refundable deposit requested. Contact Jerry Weston 

at 856-1431 before 9:00 p.m. or Jweston@gbwlaw.com. 

 

July 22  Indian Creek Trail Hike 

(Moderate) This shaded trail crosses Indian Creek multiple times as 

it connects the main part of Hanging Rock State Park to the Dan 

River section. The plan is to hike from the Dan River up to the pic-

nic area and back down again following this section of the Moun-

tains to Sea trail for a total of about 7 miles. Weôll pass a couple of 

small waterfalls and see a variety of flora. Contact Cheryl Garrity at 

336-427-0413 or cgarrityhike@earthlink.net .  

 

Aug  5   Doughton Park 

(Easy) Letôs hike Fodderstack Trail and a few miles on Bluff Trail. 

Perhaps weôll see some nice wildflowers along the way. After that 

we may stop for cobbler at a restaurant on the parkway. Contact 

Cheryl Garrity at 336-427-0413 or cgarrityhike@earthlink.net .  
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Group Directory 
 

#Chair: Kim Yarbray (kyarbray@yahoo.com)     632-1550 

#Vice-Chair: Catharine Sutherland 

                 (dancingtreesyoga@yahoo.com    707-0082 
Advertising: Ann Dickinson (Ardpuppy2@aol.com)              674-2035 

Conservation:        OPEN 

Hospitality: Caroline Cook (cook1341@hotmail.com)     373-9059 

Membership:       OPEN 

Newsletter Editor: Dixon Cook (dcook4@triad.rr.com)          373-9059 

Newsletter Dist.: Bill & Cheryl Garrity      

 (cgarrityhike@earthlink.net)     427-0413 

Outings: Terry Woods (TWoodswalker@aol.com)           580-0510 

Political Com: Chuck Prysby (cprysby@bellsouth.net)   545-1336 

Program Chair: Kim Yarbray (kyarbray@yahoo.com)           632-1550 

Publications:            OPEN 

Publicity: Peggy Ware (mjware@triad.rr.com)    282-6553 

Secretary: Dixon Cook (dcook4@triad.rr.com)            373-9059 

*Treasurer: Tom Taylor (tnt2703@excite.com)         286-9689 

Webmaster:  Sandy OôNeill (sandino42@hotmail.com)   279-1043 
*Alan Hedrick (hedwood1@yahoo.com)     299-8351 

* ExCom Member with term ending Dec. 31, 2006 

# ExCom Member with term ending Dec. 31, 2007 

July 2006 


