We welcome your articles,
photos, and outings reports.
The deadline for contribu-
tions is the second Tuesday
of each month. Submit con-
tributions to Dixon Cook at
dcook4@triad.rr.com.

We reserve the right to reject
or edit any copy that is un-
suitable for publication or
received after the deadline.

To change your address offi-
cially, email your address
change or correction to:
address-
changes@sierraclub.org.

http://nc.sierraclub.org/
piedmont

Our group Executive Com-
mitee (Excom) has open po-
sitions. If you have an inter-
est in helping to set our local
group's priorities, having a
voice and a vote on impor-
tant issues facing our com-
munity please contact:

Tom Taylor at 286-9689 or
Terry Woods at 580-0510.
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Of the Sierra Club

June Program: Mercury in Our Fish!

In April, North Carolina placed a danger advisory on 22 kinds of fish, including five
fresh water and seventeen saltwater varieties. Spanish mackerel and large mouth bass
are among those listed. Women of childbearing age, pregnant women, nursing mothers
and children under age 15 are advised not eat listed fish at all. Though North Carolina
once led the way in passing legislation to clean up its act with Clean Smokestacks, the
realities of shared pollution among states has pushed Attorney General Roy Cooper to
file a lawsuit against the Tennessee Valley Authority. As North Carolina demands that
surrounding states take responsibility for the coal fired plant emissions, North Carolina
will still need to do much to get mercury pollution under control. The solution, a 90%
reduction in mercury emissions by 2010, is within reach.

Join us on June 13th at our new meeting location, the Kathleen Clay Edwards Family
Branch Library, as Debbie Fields shares a plan in which North Carolina citizens can
participate to take mercury largely out of the pollution equation. Come share refresh-
ments and social time at 7:00. The program begins at 7:30.

http://www.cnn.com/EARTH/9802/13/everglades.mercury/



June

A letter from our Director

Dear Sierra Club Member,

In recent weeks, I have let you know about the escalating attempts to open
the Arctic and other precious places to oil drilling. Now - with oil prices
skyrocketing again - some members of Congress and pro-drilling forces are
stepping up their efforts to open up our fragile beaches and coastal waters
to destructive oil and gas drilling by undermining the 24-year old morato-
rium on these activities.

Since 1981, America's coasts, beaches and marine ecosystems have been
protected from the threats of oil and gas development by the Outer Continen-
tal Shelf (OCS) Moratorium.

But renewed efforts by Congress, the Bush Administration and pro-drilling
forces to undermine the long-standing moratorium protections will open up
some of our most sensitive coastal waters, including the East Coast, the
Eastern Gulf of Mexico and most of the Pacific Coast to aggressive and
damaging drilling.

We can't let this happenWe urgently need your support to help ensure
permanent protection for our beaches and coastal waters.

Instead of drilling off our coasts, it's time to embrace real energy solutions -

energy efficiency, renewable resources like solar and wind power, and mak-
ing cars go farther on a gallon of gas. We don't need to sacrifice our beaches,
coastal waters and economy to meet America's energy needs.

Please send a much needed donation today - your donation will help the
Sierra Club and its efforts to protect our coasts from drilling, as well as our
other critical efforts to protect America's wildlife, wildlands, air and water.
America's coasts provide sanctuary for marine wildlife, a destination for
hundreds of thousands of vacationing families each year, and the economic
lifeblood for tourism and fishing communities - all of which would be jeop-
ardized by offshore drilling.

We need to tell Congress and the Administration to stop wasting energy on
dead-end drilling schemes and chart a course to a cleaner energy future.
Please help prevent special interests from opening these sensitive areas
to destructive drilling! Thank you for your support.

Carl Pope, Executive Director
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Our local Sierra Club was over $1,000 in
the red last year. To make a contribution to
our local Club, contact Tom Taylor at
(tnt2703@excite.com) or (336) 286-9689.

George G. Lockhart

Attorney at Law

Board Certified Specialist in Estate Planning
and Probate Law

e Wills and Living Trusts
e Charitable Trusts
e [Estate Administration

643-6066 aa Greensboro, NC

Senator Elizabeth Dole
Senator Richard Burr
Representative Virginia Foxx
Representative Howard Coble
Representative Mel Watt
Representative Brad Miller
Governor Mike Easley

Do you have an important issue you would like
to contact your Representatives about? You can
just call them!

(202) 224-6342
(202) 224-3154
(202) 225-2071
(336) 333-5005
(336) 275-9950
(336) 574-2909
(919) 733-4240




PPG Outings

Outings Information

Please call the trip leader at a reasonable time of day, at least 48 hours prior
to the outing, for details regarding level of difficulty and required equip-

ment.

Outings are open to non-members. Invite a friend!

Bring - Water, food, whistle and raingear.

Weather - Trips go unless hazardous conditions exist. Call the leader when
in doubt.

Radios and firearms are prohibited.

Pets are permitted only when it is stated that pets are permitted.

Difficulty Level- Hikers should make sure their ability and equipment
match the difficulty.

In the interests of facilitating the logistics of some outings, it is customary
that participants make carpooling arrangements. The Sierra Club does not
have insurance for carpooling arrangements and assumes no liability for
them. Carpooling, ride sharing or anything similar is strictly a private ar-
rangement among the participants. Participants assume the risks associated
with this travel.

Easy: 0-5 miles and elevation change of up to 1000 feet.

Moderate: 5-10 miles and elevation change 1000 to 2500 feet.

Strenuous: 10 miles or elevation change of more than 2500 feet.

June 2 -4 Deep Creek/Sunkota Ridge i BP
(Not scouted) (Moderately strenuous for elevation and dis-
tance).Near Bryson City on the Great Smoky Mountails Trail Map.
The Deep Creek Camp Ground where we start is a busy place but
we will hike approximately five miles under hemlock and along
fern-lined Deep Creek to Site 59 for our campsite. Saturday we loop
Indian Creek Trail with several waterfalls and back on Sunkota
Ridge i approximately 12 miles. Group size is limited. $10 refund-
able deposit requested. Contact Jerry Weston. Email: Jwes-
ton@gbwlaw.com or 856-1431 before 9:00 PM.

Katie Jo Icenhower
RE/MAX 1st Choice

Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

(336) 253-6506

The First EcoBroker™ in
North Carolina

Keeping
more green
in your
pocket and
the planet.

www.TriadEcoRealEstate.com

"You'll never miss the water 'til the well runs dry.’
-"Father of the Blues™ Alabamian W.C. Handy
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National Sierra Club News

To assuage voter anger over mounting gas prices, Republi-
can leaders in Congress offered Americans a paltry $100
rebate. To add insult to injury, the money was tied to drilling
for oil in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge.

When voters balked at the bribe, talk turned to revoking the
billions in subsidies Congress gave the oil industry last year.
That went over like a lead zeppelin with Big Oil.

In truth, there's no quick fix for high gas prices. Instead, we
need to cut our dependence on oil by making our cars and
trucks go farther on a gallon of gas. New legislation spon-
sored by Rep. Boehlert (R-NY) and Markey (D-MA) would
modernize fuel economy standards to start saving families
money at the gas pump while cutting America's oil depend-
ence.

Tell your representatives it's time to raise fuel economy stan-
dards!
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June, 2006 Activities at a glance
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Group Directory

#Chair: Kim Yarbray (kyarbray@yahoo.com)

#Vice-Chair: Catharine Sutherland
(dancingtreesyoga@yahoo.com

Adpvertising: Ann Dickinson (Ardpuppy2@aol.com)

Conservation:

Hospitality: Caroline Cook (cook1341@hotmail.com)

Membership:

Newsletter Editor: Dixon Cook (dcook4@triad.rr.com)

Newsletter Dist.: Bill & Cheryl Garrity
(cgarrityhike@earthlink.net)

Outings: Terry Woods (TWoodswalker@aol.com)

Political Com: Chuck Prysby (cprysby@bellsouth.net)

Program Chair: Kim Yarbray (kyarbray@yahoo.com)

Publications:

Publicity: Peggy Ware (mjware@triad.rr.com)

Secretary: Dixon Cook (dcook4@triad.rr.com)

Trails: Kurt Peterson (yo_kurtdog@yahoo.com)

*Treasurer: Tom Taylor (tnt2703@excite.com)

Webmaster: Sandy OO6Nei

* Alan Hedrick (hedwoodl@yahoo.com)

* ExCom Member with term ending Dec. 31, 2006

# ExCom Member with term ending Dec. 31, 2007

632-1550

707-0082
674-2035
OPEN
373-9059
OPEN
373-9059

427-0413
580-0510
545-1336
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OPEN
282-6553
373-9059
294-4233
286-9689
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